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Do what you can, when you can.
It is the support from members and volunteers that will allow us to conti
making our community a better place for all residents. Please encouraggé
family, friends and neighbors to join and help support community activit
when they can. A volunteeros hel
of how much time you can spare.
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Dear Neighbor,

GB Cares has experienced another successful year thanks to the support of o
members and volunteers, business owners, elected officials and local organizations.

Thanks to your support, our annual events and activities continue to be out-
standing. Though the GB Games were rained out, the day started well. Over 125 peo
attended; 25 cars entered the-Finre Car Show, which runs in conjunction with the
Games. Because of the short day and low turnout, there was a lot of unused food that
day, but it was all donated to other good causes. Some of the food was given to the S
Vincent DePaul Society, St. Mar kdos di v
69"Precinct in support of their ANight
thanks from these organizations for our support.

Our other annual activities were also continued, including the Halloween Festi-
val, the U.S. Flags and Holiday Lights displays along Gerritsen Avenue, the Gift Card
program (Chil dr en 6 siinpartheuship vatie R.S. 27 Resurrecn o
tion and St. James, sponsored by Astoria Federal Savings Bank), and the Internation:
Coastal Clean Up.

In the summer and fall seasons we continued the very successful community <

vice program in partnership with the D

a cumstances beyond our control, we had to temporarily suspend this program. We cor

tinue to work closely with the Parks Department to keep the Parkland in the condition

that wedbve worked so hard to create an
Community Service program work.

Also with regard to the Parkland, the next phase of the development of Seba
Avenue Park is set to take place in the coming months. This phase will include a com
station and new play equipment. Following community input, we convinced the Parks
Department of the need for more swings in the plan. As a result, additional swings we
incorporated into the design.

We continue to provide assistance and support for: the VFW Post 107 Memori
Day Parade and Veterans Day ceremony, the Gerritsen Beach Property Owners Assc
tion (GBPOA) Kiddie Beach Parade, and
with the Gerritsen Beach Little League field maintenance and equipment. This year, w
were pleased to partner with GBPOA in helping to install a new concrete pathway for
library garden and in continuing the beautification and maintenance of the garden.
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hd In addition to these activities and advocacy, GB Cares continues to support otf

4 community organizations and programs including: Resurrection Spor&n#dtican
n Soccer, St. James Parish, Knights of Columbus Council 5989, The Cort Club and The
of Gerritsen Beach Marching Band and Boys & Girls scouts. This year, we were able to

2d assist the band in acquiring muckeded new snare drums.
of With your continued support, our community will remain a shining example of

what a truly involved neighborhood can be. Thank You!

D

s,
John Douglas

President, GB Cares Inc.




Gerritsen Beach Cares, Inc 2010 Nomination Committee

General Membership Meeting Recommended Slate for Elections

When: Monday, April 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Held on May 3, 2010 at 7p.m.

When: Monday, May 3, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. St. James Church basement.
Where: St. James Church (2776 Gerritsen Avé

Agenda:

+ GB Cares Supports:GB Property Owners Asso GB Cares Board has 15 positions that expire at
ciation, K of C #5989, GB Marching Band, VFW Po end of a thregrear term. The suggested slate wil
ﬁlO?b,;A(t))H, %t(jgames, Eeé“m?clt'o” Sports, FI)IS 27 be presented to the membership and nominatio
ort Club, Kiddie Beach, GB Llittle League, A will also be taken from the floor from members i

American Soccer, K of C Squires, Boy & Girl Scou q di h .. h ire thi
residents and local businesses. good standing. The pOSItlon_s that expire this ye
4/30/2010 are as follows: Vice President, Recor

Committee: Michael Taylor, Jane DeWitt

Free Graffiti Removal on Gerritsen Avenue by Secretary, Promotional Director, Sergeant at Ar
calling 1:800-668-6618 1st Trustee.
Seba Park Upgrade Coming Soon
Locking up the Parkland Program Vice President: Dan Foster
Weekly Community Service Program Update Recording Secretary:  Janet Behrens
Gerritsen Avenue Holiday Lights Update Promotional Director:  Raymond Schaefer
Di ion of future | ts and necl: Sergeant at Arms: Mike Bianco
iscussion of future improvements and necliedll | i T/ stee: Christine Busuttil

repairs on Parkland
2009 NYC & NYS Grants Update

2010 GBC Officers Election

Please remember to Thank the 2009 Sponsors

It is support from sponsors that helps GBC fund programs, events and activities. This allows us to provide
many free or low cost activities. The sponsors in bold made or provided service donation(s) that were over ¢

thousand dollarsin2009. f we mi ssed someone, webre sorry.
Astoria Federal A Stitch Above Bargain BOW WOW | Cherie Lang of Lia Sophia
Savings
The Cort Club Der ek 6 s DbBdreen Greenwood Redgl GB Property Owners
Estate Association
K of C Rev. E.J. Lillybethol|s | iNewDueh Bl G NYKIDS TIME
Matthews Council Players
NYC Councilman NYS Assemblyman NYS Senator Marty Our News
Lewis Fidler Alan Maisel Golden
Public School 277 Freedom Courier Service  Thrifty Beverage Tracey Real Estate
Penny Harvest
Bi g Al 05 GBC Members VFW Post 107




100s of US Flags Displayed in Our Community

This program started at the request of the VFW Post 107 many years ago. Last year
we had over 125 US flags along Gerritsen Avenue, Whitney Avenue, Burnett Street,
Allen Avenue, Lois Avenue and Larry Veling Field. We have had help from many
people finding and returning flags that were blown down in rain and wind storms and
many people helping to fix the flaqs.

42 new trees planted in our community.

During 2009 GB Cares partnered with the Citizens Committee for New York City (and they were partner
with the 1,000,000 Trees Campaign) to get 42 trees, of various species as chosen by the recipients, pl
in our community.

These trees are a valuable addition, and asset, to Gerritsen Beach. For many, many years to come
trees will provide shade (thereby lowering cooling costs in the summer), and habitat for birds (that will €
bugs), not to mention being attractive landscaping. For 2010 the 1,000,000 Trees Campaign is arranging several
Giveaway events that are expected to occur throughout April and in early May. The trees were selected because they
well in our area, grow to various heights, and have different colors and other characteristics.

FREE TREES

GB Cares is partnering with other Community Groups in Brooklyn to provide homeowners with free trees this spring. T
trees need to be ordered by Apffland will be available for pickup in mid\pril. The trees are about 5 feet tall and come

in pots approximately the size of a 5 gallon bucket. The list of the species available is: Pink Dogwood (small tree with
showy light pink spring and early summer flowers), Black Tupelo (medium tree with brilliant red and orange fall color),
Kwanzan Cherry (small tree with showy pink spring flowers), Yoshino Cherry (small tree with showy and fragrant white
and pink spring flowers), Callery Pear (medium tree with showy white spring flowers), Willow Oak (large shade tree of
incredible stature, leaves are small like a willow tree).

If you are interested in planting a tree (or two) on your property please consider one of the species above. For more
mation on, and to see pictures of, the various species available you can do an internet search (Google, Yahoo, etc.)
tree name, or contact Dave Stevens at ltsDave@optonline.net.

Please send tree requests to Dave Stevens at ltsDave@optonline.net. The sooner you request your trees the more lik
will be able to get what you want. Piclp and/or droff of the selected trees will be arranged on a date in the near fu-
ture.

y. TQ@KR HM SGD 1 @QJX
NYC Parks Approval.

l and used to stop ill egal ATVd6s and

ing fields. But NYC Parks Manager Alex Mezzatesta said they do not like cartoon cha
They would like vegetation and bird murals. We were given permission to paint the mu
bally, but if they did not like them they would get painted over by Parks Department.

We would prefer these concrete blocks to have paintings of children playing different sports and mesg
AHel p Keep Our Park Cleano, fAPlease Take Your

to make a better effort. We now have another
with our community and organizations.




<Q7 International Coastal Clean up
LAV

garbage collected using data cards and to return them to the Ocean Conservancy whi

was collected, documented and remoweelare only a very small part of this wonderful program.

Each year in September, GB Cares patrticipates in the International Coastal Clean up witf
W American Littoral Society. During this clean up our main focus is to document the types c
/

ch «

7 piles all the data from different sites. We cleaned the shoreline from the end of Gerritsen £
— nue to the Point with about 40 volunteers during the day. An estimated 1,200 Ibs. of garb

In New York State, 9,896 volunteers documented and collected 98,000 trash bags and a number of dumpste

134,530 Ibs of trash covering 300 miles of shoreline. Below you will find the 12 most common items found
calledthell DI 1 t Yy cdoh@ared ® dur @esults for the same items. (Photos on Page 10)

2009 Gerritsen Beach Shoreline 2009 New York State

407 Cigarettes/ Cigarette Filters 61,260 Cigarettes/ Cigarette Filters
131 Caps, Lids 38,183 Caps, Lids
119 Food Wrappers/Containers 29,987 Food Wrappers/Containers
644 Plastic bags 25,309 Plastic bags
137 Plastic Beverage Bottles 21,596 Plastic Beverage Bottles
117 Straws/Stirrers 17,999 Straws/Stirrers
195 Cups, Plates Forks, Knives, Spoons 17,508 Cups, Plates Forks, Knives, Spoons

97 Glass Beverage Bottles 15,010 Glass Beverage Bottles

95 Beverage Cans 13,884 Beverage Cans

34 Paper Bags 9,021 Paper Bags

34 Clothing, Shoes 6,389 Clothing, Shoes

9 Balloons 5,740 Balloons

Graffiti Removal Program

Please help GB Cares with reporting Graffiti to be removed.

Free Graffiti Removal on Gerritsen Avenue (up to Ave U) &
Knapp Street by calling-800-668-6618.
Please put this number in your cell phone and call
whenever you notice new graffiti.

Safe pedestrian and bike path on the Parkland
along Gerritsen Avenue

We have requested our elected officials secure the capital funds needed to cre
foot wide safe pedestrian and bike path for walking, jogging, and biking startin
Seba Avenue Park going north on Gerritsen Avenue by the grass ball fields, leg
local elementary school and continuing around the back of PS 277 by the har
softball fields and playground connecting to Burnett Street. This is to help make
destrian safe path for the residents of the community. The pedestrian safe path should have benc
cise equipment, water fountains, sitting area by sports fields, environmental information & educe
signage with appropriate lighting along the path.
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