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GBC is uniting residents, 

community organizations, 

businesses and City, State  

and Federal agencies in order 

to solve safety issues and  

improve the quality of life in 

our Southern Brooklyn    

community. Thousands of 

caring volunteers removed 

over 1 million pounds of trash 

and eliminated thousands of 

graffiti tags from our parks, 

shorelines, waterways, streets, 

and bus stops. 
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Do what you can, when you can. 
It is the support from members and volunteers that will allow us to continue 

making our community a better place for all residents. Please encourage your 

family, friends and neighbors to join and help support community activities 

when they can. A volunteer’s help is always needed and appreciated regardless 

of how much time you can spare.  

Dear Neighbor, 
 

 GB Cares has experienced another successful year thanks to the support of our 

members and volunteers, business owners, elected officials and local organizations. 
 

 Thanks to your support, our annual events and activities continue to be out-

standing. Though the GB Games were rained out, the day started well. Over 125 people 

attended; 25 cars entered the Tri-Five Car Show, which runs in conjunction with the 

Games. Because of the short day and low turnout, there was a lot of unused food that 

day, but it was all donated to other good causes. Some of the food was given to the St. 

Vincent DePaul Society, St. Mark’s division to help the needy. The rest was given to the 

69th Precinct in support of their “Night Out Against Crime.” We received letters of 

thanks from these organizations for our support. 
 

 Our other annual activities were also continued, including the Halloween Festi-

val, the U.S. Flags and Holiday Lights displays along Gerritsen Avenue, the Gift Card 

program (Children’s Volunteerism promotion – in partnership with P.S. 277, Resurrec-

tion and St. James, sponsored by Astoria Federal Savings Bank), and the International 

Coastal Clean Up. 
 

 In the summer and fall seasons we continued the very successful community ser-

vice program in partnership with the District Attorney’s office. Unfortunately, due to cir-

cumstances beyond our control, we had to temporarily suspend this program. We con-

tinue to work closely with the Parks Department to keep the Parkland in the condition 

that we’ve worked so hard to create and maintain; we will also find a way to make the 

Community Service program work. 
 

 Also with regard to the Parkland, the next phase of the development of Seba  

Avenue Park is set to take place in the coming months. This phase will include a comfort 

station and new play equipment. Following community input, we convinced the Parks 

Department of the need for more swings in the plan. As a result, additional swings were 

incorporated into the design. 
 

 We continue to provide assistance and support for: the VFW Post 107 Memorial 

Day Parade and Veterans Day ceremony, the Gerritsen Beach Property Owners Associa-

tion (GBPOA) Kiddie Beach Parade, and Dan’s 5K Fun Run/Walk. We continue to help 

with the Gerritsen Beach Little League field maintenance and equipment. This year, we 

were pleased to partner with GBPOA in helping to install a new concrete pathway for the 

library garden and in continuing the beautification and maintenance of the garden. 
 

In addition to these activities and advocacy, GB Cares continues to support other 

community organizations and programs including: Resurrection Sports, All-American 

Soccer, St. James Parish, Knights of Columbus Council 5989, The Cort Club and The 

Gerritsen Beach Marching Band and Boys & Girls scouts. This year, we were able to  

assist the band in acquiring much-needed new snare drums. 
 

 With your continued support, our community will remain a shining example of 

what a truly involved neighborhood can be. Thank You! 

 

                                                                                John Douglas 

                                                 President, GB Cares Inc.  © GB Cares 2010 



Gerritsen Beach Cares, Inc  

General Membership Meeting  
 

When:  Monday, April 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

When:   Monday, May 3, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

Where:  St. James Church (2776 Gerritsen Ave) 
 

 Agenda: 
 

GB Cares Supports: GB Property Owners Asso-

ciation, K of C #5989, GB Marching Band, VFW Post 

#107, AOH, St James, Resurrection Sports, PS 277, 

Cort Club, Kiddie Beach, GB Little League, All 

American Soccer, K of C Squires, Boy & Girl Scouts, 

residents and local businesses. 

 

Free Graffiti Removal on Gerritsen Avenue by 

 calling 1-800-668-6618 
 

Seba Park Upgrade Coming Soon 
 

Locking up the Parkland Program 
 

Weekly Community Service Program Update 
 

Gerritsen Avenue Holiday Lights Update 
 

Discussion of future improvements and needed 

 repairs on Parkland 
 

2009 NYC & NYS Grants Update 
 

2010 GBC Officers Election  
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Please remember to Thank the 2009 Sponsors 
It is support from sponsors that helps GBC fund programs, events and activities. This allows us to   provide 

many free or low cost activities. The sponsors in bold made or provided service donation(s) that were over one 

thousand dollars in 2009. If we missed someone, we’re sorry. Please let us know for future promotions.  

2010 Nomination Committee  

Recommended Slate for Elections  
 

Held on May 3, 2010 at 7p.m.  

St. James Church basement. 
 

Committee: Michael Taylor, Jane DeWitt 
 

GB Cares Board has 15 positions that expire at the 

end of a three-year term.  The suggested slate will 

be presented to the membership and nominations 

will also be taken from the floor from members in 

good standing. The positions that expire this year on 

4/30/2010 are as follows: Vice President, Recording 

Secretary, Promotional Director, Sergeant at Arms, 

1st Trustee. 

 

 

Vice President:                 Dan Foster  

Recording Secretary:       Janet Behrens 

Promotional Director:     Raymond Schaefer 

Sergeant at Arms:            Mike Bianco 

1st Trustee:          Christine Busuttil 

 
 

 

 

Astoria Federal  
Savings 

A Stitch Above Bargain BOW WOW Cherie Lang of Lia Sophia 

The Cort Club Derek’s Deli Doreen Greenwood Real 

Estate 

GB Property Owners  

Association 

K of C Rev. E.J.  

Matthews Council 

Lillybeth’s little BIG 

Players 

New Dutch NYKIDS TIME 

NYC Councilman 
Lewis Fidler 

NYS Assemblyman 
Alan Maisel 

NYS Senator Marty 
Golden 

Our News 

Public School 277 

Penny Harvest 

Freedom Courier Service Thrifty Beverage Tracey Real Estate 

Big Al’s VFW Post 107 GBC Members 
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42 new trees planted in our community. 
 

During 2009 GB Cares partnered with the Citizens Committee for New York City (and they were partnered 

with the 1,000,000 Trees Campaign) to get 42 trees, of various species as chosen by the recipients, planted 

in our community. 

 

These trees are a valuable addition, and asset, to Gerritsen Beach. For many, many years to come these 

trees will provide shade (thereby lowering cooling costs in the summer), and habitat for birds (that will eat 

bugs), not to mention being attractive landscaping. For 2010 the 1,000,000 Trees Campaign is arranging several Tree 

Giveaway events that are expected to occur throughout April and in early May. The trees were selected because they grow 

well in our area, grow to various heights, and have different colors and other characteristics.  

FREE TREES 
 

GB Cares is partnering with other Community Groups in Brooklyn to provide homeowners with free trees this spring. The 

trees need to be ordered by April 7th and will be available for pickup in mid- April. The trees are about 5 feet tall and come 

in pots approximately the size of a 5 gallon bucket. The list of the species available is: Pink Dogwood (small tree with 

showy light pink spring and early summer flowers), Black Tupelo (medium tree with brilliant red and orange fall color), 

Kwanzan Cherry (small tree with showy pink spring flowers), Yoshino Cherry (small tree with showy and fragrant white 

and pink spring flowers), Callery Pear (medium tree with showy white spring flowers), Willow Oak (large shade tree of 

incredible stature, leaves are small like a willow tree). 

 

If you are interested in planting a tree (or two) on your property please consider one of the species above. For more infor-

mation on, and to see pictures of, the various species available you can do an internet search (Google, Yahoo, etc.) of the 

tree name, or contact Dave Stevens at ItsDave@optonline.net.  

 

Please send tree requests to Dave Stevens at ItsDave@optonline.net. The sooner you request your trees the more likely you 

will be able to get what you want. Pick-up and/or drop-off of the selected trees will be arranged on a date in the near fu-

ture. 

“Murals in the Park” on hold awaiting  

NYC Parks Approval. 
 

We were planning on Artist Joe Indart to paint murals on the concrete blocks around the park-

land used to stop illegal ATV’s and motorcycles from entering the park by the children's play-

ing fields. But NYC Parks Manager Alex Mezzatesta said they do not like cartoon characters. 

They would like vegetation and bird murals. We were given permission to paint the mural ver-

bally, but if they did not like them they would get painted over by Parks Department.  
 

We would prefer these concrete blocks to have paintings of children playing different sports and messages like 

“Help Keep Our Park Clean”, “Please Take Your Trash with You”, and “Clean Up After Your Dog”. We hope 

this will encourage the hundreds of residents that use the park and do not clean up after themselves or their pets 

to make a better effort. We now have another new Park Manager Larry Major. Let’s hope he will work better 

with our community and organizations. 

100s of US Flags Displayed in Our Community 
 

This program started at the request of the VFW Post 107 many years ago. Last year 

we had over 125 US flags along Gerritsen Avenue, Whitney Avenue, Burnett Street, 

Allen Avenue, Lois Avenue and Larry Veling Field. We have had help from many 

people finding and returning flags that were blown down in rain and wind storms and 

many people helping to fix the flags. To all the people that helped “Thank You”. 



Graffiti Removal Program 
 

Please help GB Cares with reporting Graffiti to be removed.  

Free Graffiti Removal on Gerritsen Avenue (up to Ave U) & 

Knapp Street by calling 1-800-668-6618.  
Please put this number in your cell phone and call  

whenever you notice new graffiti. 

International Coastal Clean up 
 

Each year in September, GB Cares participates in the International Coastal Clean up with the 

American Littoral Society. During this clean up our main focus is to document the types of 

garbage collected using data cards and to return them to the Ocean Conservancy which com-

piles all the data from different sites. We cleaned the shoreline from the end of Gerritsen Ave-

nue to the Point with about 40 volunteers during the day. An estimated 1,200 lbs. of garbage 

was collected, documented and removed. We are only a very small part of this wonderful program.  
 

In New York State, 9,896 volunteers documented and collected 98,000 trash bags and a number of dumpsters with 

134,530 lbs of trash covering 300 miles of shoreline. Below you will find the 12 most common items found in NYS 

called the ―Dirty Dozen‖ compared to our results for the same items. (Photos on Page 10) 

2009 New York State 
 

61,260   Cigarettes/ Cigarette Filters 

38,183   Caps, Lids 

29,987   Food Wrappers/Containers 

25,309   Plastic bags  

21,596   Plastic Beverage Bottles 

17,999   Straws/Stirrers 

17,508   Cups, Plates Forks, Knives, Spoons 

15,010   Glass Beverage Bottles 

13,884   Beverage Cans 

  9,021   Paper Bags  

  6,389   Clothing, Shoes 

  5,740   Balloons  

2009 Gerritsen Beach Shoreline 
 

407   Cigarettes/ Cigarette Filters 

131   Caps, Lids 

119   Food Wrappers/Containers 

644   Plastic bags  

137   Plastic Beverage Bottles 

117   Straws/Stirrers 

195   Cups, Plates Forks, Knives, Spoons 

  97   Glass Beverage Bottles 

  95   Beverage Cans 

  34   Paper Bags  

  34   Clothing, Shoes 

    9   Balloons  

Safe pedestrian and bike path on the Parkland  

along Gerritsen Avenue 
 

We have requested our elected officials secure the capital funds needed to create a 12 

foot wide safe pedestrian and bike path for walking, jogging, and biking starting at 

Seba Avenue Park going north on Gerritsen Avenue by the grass ball fields, leading to 

local elementary school and continuing around the back of PS 277 by the hard top 

softball fields and playground connecting to Burnett Street. This is to help make a pe-

destrian safe path for the residents of the community. The pedestrian safe path should have benches, exer-

cise equipment, water fountains, sitting area by sports fields, environmental information & educational 

signage with appropriate lighting along the path.  
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PS 277 Essay Contest Winners 

 

Class 
1st Place Winners 

$25 Gift Card 

2nd Place 

Certificates 

3rd Place 

Certificates 

2-117 Maysa Albakka  Jenna Shea  Sarah Edelman  

2-123 Cassidy Huertas  Richard Hayes  Jennifer Kralick  

2-214 Joseph Apisa David Jairala Tyreik Best 

2-127 Victoria Sienkiewicz Dylan Esposito Sullivan O'Donnell 

3-209 Caitlin Luna Nicole Ciolinc Tina Frangui 

3-211 Skye Smyth Brian Moloney Kayla Donovan 

3-212 Sean Lama Thomas Burke Jenna Brenner 

4-206 Madison Fernandez Hailey Scott Marissa Moran 

4-207 Emily Ferrara Ashley Caroselli Priscilla McNally 

4-208 Diane Kennedy Samantha Gari Michael Sutherland 

5-201 Maya Sienkiewicz Hailey Grimes Annabelle Winter 

5-204 Michael Castro Ulgo LaFleur Julio Argueta 

A few classes had 100% participation and received  
a check to cover the cost of a Pizza Party. 

Astoria Federal Annual Community Essay Contest 
 

GB Cares organizes an annual Children's Community essay contest sponsored by Astoria 

Federal Savings. The 1st place winner in each class receives a $25 gift card, while 2nd and 

3rd place winners receive certificates of achievement. The class with the highest participa-

tion and/or the most unique suggestions wins a pizza party for the entire class. 
 

The children can submit an essay for such topics as: Why should people volunteer?, What type of volunteer 

work have you done?, Why do you care about your community?, What is the best part of your community 

and why?, What can someone do to improve his or her community?, What would make your community a 

better place for kids? or How can illegal graffiti be stopped? It is always a pleasure to read the essays from 

the children.  Congratulations to the 2009 winners listed below. 
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Holiday Lights Along Gerritsen Avenue 
 

We have decorations each year thanks to the donations from residents, local busi-

nesses, organizations and elected officials. The lights are always a big hit for all ages. 

This year we had four displays across Gerritsen Avenue. We hope to improve pole 

mounted displays with new pieces next year. The cost of this program would be in the 

tens of thousands of dollars each year if not for the volunteers. A special thanks to  

everyone who helped fix, install and remove the decorations on Gerritsen Avenue.  



 

The photos above and below is the new mural on the     

Marine Pharmacy wall showing the community activities.  

The photos on the left  were taken by Friends of GB Cares. We are sharing these unique views that can only be 

seen by flying a helicopter or hovering 70 feet above Gerritsen Avenue in a bucket truck.  

The photo above is the new walkway at the 

GBPOA community gardens.  

In the photo below Dan Smith is 

looking to update his origami  

display in the Library. 
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In the photo below is the crane and 

barge transporting sand that will 

be used to cover the entire island. 
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2009 GB Games “A Family FUN Raiser” 

Tri Five  

Car Show 

Activities are free or low in cost to allow families to enjoy 

the day without having to spend a bunch. This is made  

possible thanks to event sponsors and volunteers.  

The GB "Family Games" Street fair was like going to a water park without the rides. We set up hoping the 

rain would miss us as reported on the weather channel. They claimed no rain until late afternoon. We know 

now that was not the case. We did have a couple hundred people stop by during the limited time the event 

was open. The dinosaur exhibit was visited by 125 people and the car show had about 25 participants. We 

gave away some of the participation medals provided by Tracy Real Estate and will use the rest for future 

events to reward the children. 
 

We closed and started to pack up when the weather called for thunder storms and lighting. It was a slow 

process to transport the supplies and equipment to the containers and over a dozen volunteer were stuck in 

the rain for hours. The results for the day are as follows: about 200 participants, 61st Aux. police, VFW 

Post 107, M & G Kites, Boy Scout troop 396, Tri Five Car Show, FDNY Fire House and educational Unit, 

GBFD Vollies, Mobil Museum of Dinosaurs, K of C Squires, and some others showed and set up for the 

day. 
 

The rides from NYKidsTime.com had a very long and hard day. They were still packing up at 7 p.m. The 

rain filled the huge Titanic slide and required it to be bailed out. It was very hard to move the normally 

1700 lbs with the water that added another 1200+ pounds to the slide. NY Kids Time with the help of Ray, 

Buddy, and crew it was finally packed up and placed on the trailer. We also had support from the GB Little 

league & Cort Club with BBQ's, and Gerard Marchase who took the day off to run the food court. The K of 

C open early, lent us equipment and helped store (Freeze) the extra food that was donated to help feed the 

poor and homeless at St. Marks and support the 69th Precinct with there  “Night Out Against Crime”.  
 

 

* Photos below are from previous events, showing the normal activities that were rained out.. 



We had many free 

contest winners who 

received prizes. The 

“Find a Needle in a 

Hay Stack” and 

“Count the Candy 

Contest”, the pumpkin 

painting, bounce 

house, inflatable 

slides, and face paint-

ing, were also enjoyed 

by all that participated. 

This event was enjoyed by 

hundreds of participants the 

majority of the children were 

under 12 years old. Everyone 

enjoyed the haunted grave 

yard show by Lillybeth’s little 

BIG Players, Free hot choco-

late, brownies and cupcakes, 

candy, and spooky music all 

day long. 

Halloween Festival 
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In September GBC organizes our part of the International Coastal Clean up with the American Littoral Society.  
 

The photos above and below are some  

of the 2009 participants. 
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The grass and weeds were over grown on Gerritsen Avenue during the months of May, June and 

July. This is the responsibility of NYC Parks and they need our help by calling 311 to report the 

problems and requests for service. The more calls they get the better service your community will 

receive. Please ask your friends and family to do the same. 

These girls found a turtle while cleaning up. 



White Island “Mau Mau” Project 
  

The city owned and neglected garbage spewing “White Island” is what started the grassroots movement that 

now is GB Cares. The landfill “White Island” in the middle of Gerritsen Creek was the motivation behind many 

to get involved and protect the active recreational activities that is part of our community’s culture. 
 

GB Cares created a White Island committee inviting leaders and/or representatives from all local groups and  

organizations. The committee, with the help of NYS Assemblyman Alan Maisel and NYC Councilman Lewis 

Fidler arranged meetings with the NYC Parks and the NYS DEC to discuss the plan and concerns of the resi-

dents. The NYS DEC was very interested in understanding, discussing and responding to the community’s con-

cerns.  
 

We are pleased to report most of the committee’s concerns were understood, some have already been handled to 

our satisfaction, and others should be acted upon in the future. If not for the committee Parks Department would 

not have tested for chemicals in the landfill and leaching from the shoreline. The DEC experts & private scien-

tists explained the test results were within EPA guidelines. NYC Parks also agreed to removal of the overhead     

hazards from the old bridge, removal and clean up of the shoreline debris, public notification of any future 

spraying of chemicals to kill vegetation, and apologized many times for failing to notify the community about 

previous chemical spraying activities. We were told they do not plan on any new restrictions for the recreational 

users of the area. They do not want people to disturb the birds by using the top of the island.  But, the Parks   

Department’s jurisdiction ends at the mean high water line, which leaves the shoreline accessible for the users.    
 

We have requested Assemblyman Alan Maisel to set up another meeting to discuss the final plans for shoreline 

stabilization. The committee will continue to follow up on the concerns and make sure the community’s voice is 

heard. 

 

GB Cares was able to purchase 5 new drums for the GB Community Marching Band 

and $1,500 in clay for the GBLL Larry Veling field. This was all made possible  

thanks to old grants from Assemblyman Alan Maisel. 
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Locking Up the Gerritsen Fields section of Marine Park 
 

It’s been more then a few years now that GBC has purchased keyed alike locks in order to properly lock all the 

access gates to the parkland. In the past NYC Parks had a very hard time keeping the gates locked. They would 

replace broken (cut locks) with a new lock that used a different key. Then they would try to give a new key to the 

Fire Department, Police Department, Vollies, etc. When there was a fire, the Fire Department would try the keys 

they had and when they could not find the right one they had no choice but to cut the lock to gain access. Now it 

has been the same key for the past few years. The locks do get cut by vandals from time to time but the replace-

ment lock is the same key. This has allowed GB Cares to successfully lock down the Parkland. The result is al-

most no illegal dumping of large amounts of garbage and very limited number of stolen cars getting through the 

gates. Recently a few piles of what seems to be construction debris has been dumped. We are working with the 

NYC Parks Manager Larry Major to determine how this illegal dumper gained access. We will make some     

improvements in the next few months to help stop this illegal activity. 
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NYC & NYS Grants 
 

We have been very lucky to have our elected officials allocate program funding each year. The grant-

ing of funds from New York State and New York City is a small portion of your tax dollars coming 

back into our community. It is given a bad name and labeled as “Pork” in the news media. We would 

not have the equipment and supplies for many of the public activities, and the support for other pub-

lic events would be minimal without these funds. We should all recognize and thank the elected offi-

cials that have helped secure funding to make our community a better place for all in 2009.  
 

NYC Councilman Lewis Fidler 
 

NYS Senator Martin Golden 
 

NYS Assemblyman Alan Maisel 

 

Volunteers Needed !! 
 

GB Cares is in need of volunteers that have the time and can make the commitment to 

take on different projects. We need help with organizing events and activities, writing 

grants, and many other tasks. Maybe you want to start something new. Just give us a call 

or send an email to Info@GBCares.org 

Volunteers can call  
718-648-3745  

for more information. 

All types of  
Volunteers Wanted  
and appreciated! 

Passing of Olga Marshall-  

Creator of the Flower Gardens along Gerritsen Ave. 
 

She will be missed by so many. The flower gardens along Gerritsen Avenue 

and by many of the bus stops will long be admired by the community. Those 

fortunate enough to work with Olga know the time, energy and love she had 

for our community and making it a better place for all of us. She will be    

remembered by many who she inspired to volunteer or just do something 

nice.  May God bless Olga Marshall and her family. 
 



2009 Astoria Federal Saving  

Volunteer Kids Reward Program 
 

Our Board of Directors understands the importance of volunteerism within our society. We know that commu-

nity volunteers are what make a good community great. This is the reason GBC has promoted volunteerism in 

and around our community since our inception. The future leaders of our society are currently in school. The 

best way to promote future volunteerism is to start with the children. Since 2002 GBC, with the support of  

Astoria Federal Savings, organized two very successful programs to promote volunteerism and improve the  

community. 
 

The volunteer children are rewarded for various acts of volunteering with a $25 gift card and certificate. They 

are chosen by the group or school they attend.  GB Cares, Public School 277, St. James Evangelical Church, 

Resurrection Church, and Resurrection Sports choose the children and provide GBC with the names of      

children to be rewarded. They choose children for different reasons. It may be helping a senior by going to the 

store, shoveling snow, putting out the garbage for an elderly neighbor, helping plant flowers during a        

community clean up, or helping at school or sports program. It is the children that go above and beyond that 

win the reward of the gift card. 
 

2009 Recipients of Astoria Federal Savings Bank Volunteerism $25 Gift Card Program 
 

Katherine Barbato, Jake Baumgarten , Melisa Belasoto,  Patrick Belasoto, Michelle Brandow, Annalee Cap-

piello, Allison Claro, Andrew Conte, Matthew Conte, Joseph Dellosso, Angelica Fox, Elizabeth Goldzman, 

Kevin Keelilng, Melody Staniszweski, Amanda Ventrello, William Ventrello, Danielle Walsh, Jennifer Fox, 

Jerome Edwards, Thomas Palazzotto, Rob Levine, Paige McCandless, Thomas Burke, Robert Frascati, Shan-

non Miller, David Sheehan, John Poppalardo, Kevin Quinn, Sean Peterson, Thomas Marasco , Michael 

Zwosta 
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GBPOA Community Gardens New Walkway 
 

The new walkway in the community garden is a dream come true for Donna Davis. Donna has donated over a 

thousand hours of her time over the last decade. Donna and a few other volunteers with the support of GB Cares 

help make sure the garden is planted, maintained and beautiful each year. GB Cares & GBPOA coordinated the 

installation of the walkway and agreed to split the $4,200 cost. They are always looking for volunteers to help. So 

stop by and lend a hand. (Photo on page 7) 

Weekly Community Service Program  
"SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE" 

 

GB Cares has suspended our community service (CS) program with the Brooklyn DA’s office, including the 

weekly parkland maintenance and improvements. Unfortunately, we are one of the victims of a careless local 

weblog that decided to create a controversy with a very successful clean up and wood chip recycling project 

coordinated by our organization and supported in writing by Public School 277, All American Soccer, Resur-

rection Softball, Knights of Columbus #5989, The Cort Club, AOH, and the VFW Post 107. The weblog and its 

negative anonymous commenters' attacks on our organization, board members and many others in the commu-

nity is an embarrassment for all that love and care about our neighborhood, and volunteer time to make a posi-

tive difference. This has caused a ripple effect of causing other problems for our organization, a lower level of 

interest from volunteers, and compounded the problems of working within the bureaucracy of government 

agencies.  

 

           (Continued on next page 14) 
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Weekly Community Service Program  
“SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE” 

(Continued from page 13) 
 

Our current problems with NYC Parks started in April of 2009 when new and inexperienced, Park Manager Alex 

Mezzatesta demanded we stop all major projects and prohibited the use any power equipment or vehicles on the 

Parkland (try mowing the baseball and soccer fields with a push mower). We explained the activities had always 

been done with the full knowledge and cooperation of the Parks Department and staff, and that together we accom-

plished so much over the last decade. He did not seem to be knowledgeable about our activities and successes. So 

we invited him to visit our storage containers to show him the equipment and supplies we have, and loaned to Parks 

Department when requested in the past. He was also given copies of old newsletters for background and the 2009 

newsletter that was a review of GBC activities that happened in 2008. We hoped he would get a better understand-

ing of the thousands of man hours that support the Parks Department each year. He seemed annoyed that we had a 

better set up of tools and equipment then the Parks Department had for the entire district. We explained it took us 

over a decade to be as organized and well equipped as we are now, but unfortunately jealousy and closed-

mindedness apparently kept him from seeing the larger picture and the benefits to Gerritsen Beach that the Parks 

Department just cannot provide. 
 

On April 8, 2009 we sent a letter to NYC Parks Department to request re-approval and support for the 46 projects 

and regular activities performed by GBC on the Parkland. Since we still had verbal permission to pick up garbage 

and empty the garbage cans we continued with the weekly CS program workers. Then the weblog and its anony-

mous commenters made entirely baseless claims accusing GB Cares and some of the volunteers of criminal and 

illegal activities. According to the weblog it was illegal to have the community service workers in the Park. Our 

Board of Director had many concerns and questions that lead us to have meetings to discuss the concerns with 

NYC Parks Commissioner Julius Spiegel, Councilman Lew Fidler, and a partner from a large law firm that helps 

GB Cares with legal issues. On a May 17, 2009 conference call with Commissioner Spiegel he did not have a prob-

lem with the community service program workers. We requested something in writing, and sent a request for ap-

proval specifically for the community service program on June 8, 2009, with a reminder that we were still waiting 

for the response to the request for re-approval of the projects and activities that was sent on April 8th. We are still 

waiting for a signed response from NYC Parks Department for both letters. We have received written approval of 

many of our activities but the approval was not signed, and everyone knows that an unsigned letter is nearly worth-

less. To protect our members, volunteers and organization it was decided we would push for a signed approval let-

ter. 
 

Then we had questions about insurance coverage for the CS workers assigned by the DA’s office, volunteer super-

visors running the program, and anyone that may need the coverage from an injury related to our activities. The 

DA’s office verbally explained coverage would be there when needed, but again, they refused to provide anything 

in writing. The NYC Parks Department wants everyone to sign a waiver of liability through the Partnership with 

Parks program. This waiver would have the CS workers and volunteers waive any rights to medical coverage, or 

other compensation, in the event of an injury in any park. This is also unacceptable to GBC. As part of the grant 

process from NYC GBC purchases a policy that covers the programs and activities funded through a NYC Council 

grant. Once again, the Council verbally assured us that the programs written into, and covered, by the NYC grant 

will be insured, but they refused to provide any documentation or specific details of who and what is insured. With 

these concerns in mind the GBC Board decided to make sure we have insurance coverage by purchasing an addi-

tional policy for our events and activities. Unfortunately we could not find an insurance company that would also 

cover the CS program and workers for a reasonable fee.  
 

Our organization is embarrassed by the Parks Department and its lack of cooperation, and has not been informed 

about any of the current work on the parkland. We hope the ongoing NYC Parks trees and weeds removal project 

across from the library will include the remove of the piles of concrete pavers dumped there when the Marine Park 

walkway was improved almost two decades ago, and we encourage people to call 311 to request their removal. We 

have a meeting with new Park Manager Larry Major (a veteran manager with experience, and a proven track record 

of working with the community) scheduled, and remain hopeful many of our activities maintaining and improving 

the parkland will resume in the near future.  
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HELP OUR PARKLAND CALL 311 
 

Please help us report all the problems you notice on the Parkland by calling 311. You can call in many 

different complaints/Problems/Requests for service during the same phone call. We hope this will help 

NYC Parks identify the problems and then make the arrangements to fix the problem.  

 

This is very important, please encourage your friends and family to call in the problems they no-

tice on the Parkland. It may be broken fencing, litter, overflowing garbage cans, broken sidewalks, un-

cut grass, weeds growing by the bus stops or guardrail or dog feces near children's play areas, tree 

branches on the grass, graffiti on the guardrails, dumped cars on the shoreline, unlevel areas or holes in 

the ground (tripping hazard), glass on the beach or in a play area or you may want to request proper 

parking for the sport fields, fixing the skate park, or additional children's equipment, etc.  

 

Please make sure you report real problems and the proper locations. You can make one call to 311 to 

report many different problems and locations using your name or anonymously. It is easy and needs to 

be done as often as possible. Please find the time, (everyday if possible) to help us make sure Parks is 

aware of all the problems, complaints, requests for the Parkland.  

Insurance and the Community Service program. 
 

GB Cares is always concerned about the safety and welfare of the people of our community, our members, vol-

unteers and those that work for the organization. For some time GB Cares has been trying to get, in writing, a 

description of the insurance coverage we purchase every year through New York City, but sorry to say the City 

will not provide this. We all know that verbal assurances are not worth as much as the paper they aren't written 

on, so to ensure we are doing everything we can to protect everyone involved GB Cares has purchased additional 

insurance on the open market to supplement whatever coverage we get from NYC. In this way we know the vol-

unteers that work at the various events we have during the year, as well as everyone who comes to enjoy and par-

ticipate in the events, will be provided for if something unforeseen results in an injury. 
 

Unfortunately insurance to cover the workers in our Community Service program (the people who in the past 

mowed the baseball fields and grassland, picked up garbage along Gerritsen Avenue, etc.) is far too expensive 

for GB Cares to purchase. Almost unbelievably, the NYC agency that assigns the workers here to perform com-

munity service verbally have told us the workers are covered. But, they will not send it in writing. NYC Parks 

Department requires us to sign a waiver of liability and will not take responsibility for providing insurance for 

them or the volunteers that help clean up the park. 
 

This situation has left us no choice but to suspend the Community Service program that has done so much to im-

prove the neighborhood. GB Cares is still trying to work this out so we can resume the activities that have pro-

vided so much benefit in the past. In the meantime we encourage you to call 311 whenever you notice the grass 

and weeds are getting too high on Gerritsen Avenue. 

Do Not Delay, Call 311 Today!! 

Please call 311 for all Parkland requests or problems you notice. 
 

It is important for them to know so they can fix the problems or complete the request. 



 

 

Gerritsen Beach Cares would like to remind you to complete and return the census form you should 

have received in the mail. It is very important that EVERY person living in Gerritsen Beach be 

counted. The larger the number of people counted in Gerritsen Beach the more Local, State and the 

Federal governments will pay attention to us and our needs. This translates into many benefits to the 

community, including more money for our schools, local parks and capital projects like the new play-

ground across from Seba Avenue. It may also mean more police officers, firefighters, sanitation work-

ers and others to protect our neighborhood and provide assistance in emergencies and non-

emergencies. The number of residents also affects the number of Representatives we have in the Local, 

State and Federal Legislatures. In short, the more people who live here the more we all will receive 

from every level of government. We all pay our taxes so why not get all the benefits those taxes pay 

for? 

Gerritsen Beach Cares encourages you to include all of the people living in your house, including any 

tenants or other family or non-family members that may be living in your house as of April 1, 2010. 

The information you provide on the census CANNOT be shared with, or used against you by, any other 

agency. There is no way any other City, State or Federal agency will find out any of the information 

you put on the form, and therefore there is no reason to not include everyone living in the house. 

If you did not receive a form, call the Telephone Questionnaire Assistance center at 1-866-872-6868. 

The lines will be open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (your local time) seven days a week from February 25, 

2010 through July 30, 2010. For the hearing-impaired, TDD 1-866-783-2010  

The 2010 Census- Please make sure, we count... 
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2010 GB Cares 
Public Events 

————————————— 

 

GB Games  
― Family FUN Raiser‖ 

Sunday, August 1, 2010 

 

————–———-

International Coastal  

Clean up 
Saturday, September 18, 2010 

 

—————–—— 

 

Halloween Festival 
Saturday, October 30, 2010 

 

———————- 


